REAL TIME DISCOUNTS

(Effective August 2, 2004)

Posting Real Time Discounts

A new business practice has been created that requires us to post a discount for paths that will provide an unloading effect on a constrained facility anytime we issue a TLR on that facility.

The BP states that when a TLR level 1 or higher is called on a SPP facility SPP will post on Oasis a notice of the discount, the period the discount is effective and the source/sink combinations for which the discount will apply. 

After the notice is posted the customer must request and be granted non-firm point-to-point transmission service with an applicable source/sink and a start and stop time within the effective period. 

The customer must also use the subclass “Discounted”.

Discounts used will be based on the recent history of the flowgate that the TLR is issued on.

GATHERING OF THE NEEDED INFORMATION:

a) Once a TLR Level 1 is issued, the Reliability Coordinator (RC) will notify the Tariff Administrator (TA) of the posting and the name of the facility posted. The RC will also help determine the amount of discount offered based on recent history of the flowgate and the likelihood of the TLR escalating to a level 5. If it is a flowgate that rarely has TLR called on it and there appears to be a sufficient amount of Non-Firm schedules available for curtailment then it can probably be assumed that the TLR will not reach a level 5 condition. In this case use the following percentages: Level 1 – 50%, Level 3 – 75%, above level 3 – 100%. If the flowgate has commonly gone to a TLR Level 5 or there are few to no Non-Firm schedules available for curtailment then the assumption would be that you will probably reach a TLR level 5. In this case use the following percentages: Level 1 – 80%, Level 3 – 90%, above level 3 – 100%.

Note: The discount will be ended and reposted with the appropriate percentage and sources/sinks each time the level of TLR changes, (level 1 to level 3 or level 3 to level 1 etc.).

b) The TA will then determine which Source/Sink combinations will provide relieving impact on the constrained facility. Using the IDC the TA will select Flowgate TDF. Select SWPP as the SC; select the proper CA and either the flowgate number or name. Then select the opposite direction of the constraint. (If normally From-To they will select To-From) Study for next hour. All Source CA and All Sink CA. TDF cutoff of 3% and sort by either Source or Sink so that the requested paths may be found more easily. Then click on View TDF. This will give a list of Source/Sinks the TA will copy and paste into the TLR Posting Tool. 
Processing Real Time Discount Request

The TA will verify that the request does have a valid Source and Sink to meet the discount criteria. 

Note: The customer may enter the Discount ID number in the comments of the reservation request. This would make the search much easier, quicker and more accurate. 

The TA will enter the Discount ID number in the Seller Comments box of the reservation. The number and ONLY the number will be entered so that accounting will pick it up. No spaces, letters or any other text can be entered in the box, ONLY the ID number. It is critical that no other information be put in the Seller comments box or the accounting software will not pick it up.
Using the TLR Discounts Archive

There is an archive of all inactive TLR discounts that have been posted on the TLR discount viewer page linked from the SPP Oasis page.

There are several ways to search the archive for inactive TLR discount postings. 

1)
If you know the specific day the discount was posted you can use the Date Range: option to search. In the first input area (From) enter the day of the posting. In the second input box (To) enter the next day. This is a midnight-to-midnight search so if you enter the same date in both input boxes you will no results.

2) If you know the flowgate name you may enter it in the Flowgate Name: input box. This will give you all postings ever done on a particular flowgate. The name should be the 12-character acronym that SPP uses to identify a flowgate, upper case or lower case does not matter. Example: ftsxfr500345

3) If you know the unique ID number that was assigned to the discount you may enter it in the Search by ID number input box. This number should be listed on the reservation in the Seller Comments field.
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